Bolivian CSR label developed by IBCE, UNICEF and ILO

The Triple Stamp - avant-garde in socially responsible production 

European consumers increasingly look for goods from socially responsible manufacturing - as evidenced by the increase of green and social certified products. Proof that products were manufactured under fair working conditions in the highly competitive European market can be crucial to the buying decision. The certification of socially responsible working conditions, therefore, has nothing more to do with philanthropy, but is a tangible competitive advantage for Bolivian products.

The Triple Stamp - socially responsible production in agriculture and timber industry

An initiative of the Bolivian Institute of Foreign Trade (IBCE, one of CBI partners in Bolivia), the International Labour Organization (ILO) and the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) now offers a solution for this problem: The Triple Stamp.

This "Triple Stamp" is a certificated label which confirms that the entire production chain of an agricultural or timber product is free of:
· Child labour (as defined by the UN Children Rights Convention and the ILO Conventions)
· Forced labour
· Discrimination

This certification is based on six critical-base documents with requirements that the company’s product and its production chain have to comply with in order to be able to sell the product with the Triple Stamp label. The Triple Stamp is aimed to end agricultural and wooden products rather than to companies.
Why another certification?

The Triple Stamp focuses on three key areas where social improvements are to be achieved and is therefore more suitable for the Bolivian social reality than other conventional labels. Since the certification is carried out by local experts, the Triple Stamp is much cheaper than European or U.S. certifications. 

This is precisely why this certification for industrial production is applicable and can achieve wide-scale social improvements without causing great expenses. Therefore, companies from emerging economies and developing countries can afford the application for the Triple Stamp without having to seek funding for it from abroad, which simultaneously contributes to a wider use of the stamp. Anyway, there is the possibility that European companies or NGOs support local companies to afford this label.
Is a Bolivian certification reliable?

The six standard codes and specified requirements for the company and product were developed by IBCE, along with the Bolivian Institute of Standardization and Quality (IBNORCA) and with the collaboration of UNICEF, ILO and other private and public organizations. The production lines of the products aiming for certification are subjected to rigorous audits by the experts of IBCE. The certification proposal of the audited product is then submitted to a Inter Institutional Committee conformed by internationally recognized institutions, representatives of the Bolivian Labour Ministry and other organizations. This Committee has the power of veto for any proposal and has the final judgment on the awarding of the stamp, ensuring an independent and transparent assessment of the audits and application of the certification. 

As one of the poorest countries in the Latin America, Bolivia is hardly known as an economic player in Europe. Bolivian producers have recognized that they cannot compete in trading volume and quantity with the major neighbouring countries. Environmentally and socially responsible production, however gives the country competitive opportunities. Therefore, there is a huge vested interest in a trusted and recognized certification label.

For more information, please contact Mr. Andreas Noack L. – rse@ibce.org.bo.

